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Drinko trades cookies for mini poetry readings
Could you imagine a world where we all just
got along, instead of tearing each other
down we try to fix what’s wrong..
the powers that be thrive off of chaos
that man created, so fixing an imaginary
problem shouldn’t be celebrated..
Instead questions should be asked about
where the issue originated, real answers
won’t come easy because certain people
would be exposed, they’d rather have
us walking around as if we’re wearing
blindfolds...
Wake up people and take back what was
meant for all of us, do you really think that
God is who they trust?
Not me the more I see the more I believe
Satan is controlling them, the problem is
they have not called out to the One over
him...
Their faith in God was nonexistent so that
made them easier to sway, but in the end
trust me Satan doesn’t get his way....
Latia Garrett, Senior Criminal Justice major

By ELAYNA CONARD

THE PARTHENON
Latia Garrett walked in
Drinko Library Monday with
one thing on her mind – to finish her senior capstone project.
As she walked through the
lobby, Garrett couldn’t help but
notice the Poem in Your Pocket
display.
The table filled with poetry
books was in celebration of
National Library Week and National Poetry Month. Library
staff member Lindsey Harper
asked Garrett when she walked

ELAYNA CONARD | THE PARTHENON

through the library if she would
like a cookie in exchange for
reading a poem out loud. The
poem could be selected from
the display of books, but Garrett decided to read one of her
own pieces.
The ease at which Garrett
read her piece portrayed both
her comfort and confidence in
the written word.
“Some poems I write are coping mechanisms that help me
deal with things going on in my
life and others are just for fun,”
Garrett said.

Huntington City Council discussed
ordinances regarding 48-hour
parking, a partnership between
Mayor Steve Williams and St.
Mary’s Medical Center, investigation
of illegal and illicit substances
and renovations to the Big Sandy
Superstore Arena during its meeting
Monday.
Read the full story by Clara Maynard
online.

INKED

Electronic Services librarian
Ron Titus said he hopes the
Poem in Your Pocket display
allows the Marshall University
Community to appreciate poetry, reading and the fact that
reading aloud can be fun. Titus
said reading is a window into
the lives of other people.
“It gives them [students] different places and windows that
they never would be able to experience physically,” Titus said.
Students and faculty enjoyed
a free cookie in exchange for
their reading. The display was

hosted by MUReads and the
English department. Titus said
it is the first time the organization has done Poem in Your
Pocket but he hopes it gets people thinking about poetry and
reading.
Other events for the week include a haiku presentation 12
p.m. Thursday in Drinko 402.
Japanese Outreach Initiative
coordinator with West Virginia
Megan Homma will present
her original haiku. Thursday
evening from 6-7:30 p.m., light
refreshments will be provided

President discusses free
speech with students
By AMANDA GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
The university organized a public forum Monday in the Memorial Student Center to discuss the appearance of messages in
support for presidential candidate Donald Trump written last
week in chalk across campus.
Carla Lapelle, interim dean of student affairs, said students are
allowed to write messages on the sidewalk, but the messages last
week were not all friendly communications. She said it made the
university realize that maybe there was something they could do
to either educate students about why they allow messages like
that to happen or make students feel more welcome.
Marshall President Jerry Gilbert attended the public forum and
said he noticed there were not many chalk messages on the sidewalks Monday morning and said he thinks that the chalk messages
were a directed event that occurred.
“And I hope that it doesn’t continue at that same level because
it did produce some anxiety among people and I understand that
totally,” Gilbert said. “I do think that we have to walk a fine line as
universities in terms of protecting free speech.”
Gilbert said Marshall University honors free speech.

T U E S DAY + F R I DAY

LINKED
E V E RY DAY

for a poetry reading in the
Drinko third floor atrium.
“I’m hoping students understand that we aren’t just here
for books but that we are also
an information resource,” said
library staff member Lindsey
Harper. As more and more students head to the library with
the semester coming to an end,
look for activities such as National Library Week to break up
studying and become involved
in its events.
Elayna Conard can be contacted at conard3@marshall.

A student chooses a poem out of
a book to read in exchange for a
cookie Monday in Drinko Library
for its Poem in Your Pocket table
to celebrate National Library
Week and National Poetry Month.

“As a matter of fact, I would encourage everyone on any side of
an issue, if you feel like someone is saying something on one side,
to very civilly challenge people and have debate at the university
level about issues,” he said. “Because I think that is the behavior
that we would like to model for our society is that we are an educated group of students here and that we can debate issues in a
civil manner.”
During the forum, finance major Alexis Tyson said throughout
Trump’s campaign there has been an atmosphere of anger and
when those messages were brought to campus it represented that
somewhere on campus those angry feelings are shared.
Gilbert said the university does not know at this point who
wrote the messages on campus or if those people are in connection with the university. But some Marshall students have stepped
forward on social media to claim they wrote the messages.
Tyson said the forum helped to make her feel more comfortable in
knowing the university did try to do something about the messages
by President Gilbert issuing a statement the day they appeared. She
said learning the university cannot do certain things legally, because
Marshall is a public university, comforted her as well.
“And just the fact that they held this just to let us know that our
opinions do matter and that we can do something ourselves, it
helped out a lot, as well,” she said.
Hunter Reedy, Japanese education and international affairs major, said he had a lot of feelings toward the chalk messages and said
he thought the forum was a good opportunity for students to come
voice their concerns.
“A lot of students vent out their frustrations on social media,

See FORUM | page 5
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Panel aims
to educate on
sexual and
reporductive
health

By REBECCA TURNBULL

THE PARTHENON
Marshall’s chapter of Amnesty International is fighting to preserve people’s
rights to their own bodies through the
“My Body My Rights” national campaign.
President of Marshall’s AI chapter
Tori May said the national organization
started the campaign this year to educate
individuals on their sexual and reproductive rights and how they can make safe
reproductive decisions.
To promote the project, Marshall’s AI is
presenting a panel at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday
in room 2w22 of the Memorial Student
Center. The panel will feature sociology professor Maggie Stone and health

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

|
professional Camille Ramsey, who intend
to discuss issues such as consent, rape
and sexual health.
Marshall’s AI chapter will also give a
presentation at the panel with more information about “My Body My Rights”
and the sexual and reproductive rights
violations they are working to combat
around the world.
May said it is vital for Marshall students, faculty and staff to understand the
importance of promoting healthy habits
in students.
“College is a time in which a lot of
students experience a new freedom
they have not had before. This can lead
to good or bad decisions,” May said. “If

a student is deciding to engage in sex,
learning about contraceptives and safe
sex is imperative.”
May also said the panel will educate
participant on how to keep Marshall’s
campus safe from sexual crimes committed at most universities across the
country.
“Sexual assault has historically been a
problem on college campuses,” May said.
“Teaching students about their rights and
emphasizing consent is very important,
especially at this point in their lives.”
The panelists will be available to answer questions after the presentation.
Rebecca Turnbull can be contacted
at turnbull4@marshall.edu.

LGBTQ Literature in Appalachia
discusses tradition, sexuality

LYDIA WAYBRIGHT | THE PARTHENON

Dr. Allison Carey, associate professor in Marshall University’s Department of English, presents her research on “LGBTQ
Literature in Appalachia” at The Sarah Denman Faces of Appalachia Symposium.
Read the full story by Lydia Waybright online.

INTO Marshall has a ball with Bubble Soccer
By JARED CASTO

THE PARTHENON
INTO Marshall hosted its Bubble
Soccer event outside of the INTO
Center Monday and invited students
throughout campus to participate.
INTO Marshall English and fitness
instructor Edwin Reyes said Bubble
Soccer is played like a normal game
of soccer with teams separated into
“blue” and “red” teams. The challenge
is increased by the bubble, which according to Reyes, is heavy and makes
it difficult for those wearing it to see.
“You have to control yourself in order to not fall down,” Reyes said. “You
have to be careful with people hitting
you because you’re basically playing
soccer, but in a bubble.”
The main differences come with
rules, which Reyes said do not apply to
Bubble Soccer.
“There’s no rules,” Reyes said. “It’s
safe because the bubble protects you
when you crash or fall down.”
Bubble Soccer is the culmination of
INTO’s “Fitness” course, an elective international students can take to learn
about exercising and proper eating.
Reyes said Fitness teaches INTO students how to exercise, eat right and be
healthy.
“They go to the gym, we have private
classes, workouts, journals,” Reyes
said. “They learn about diets and how
to workout because you don’t just go

to the gym. You have
to work in form and
do things right or you
could go to the gym
and get hurt.”
Reyes said he also
incorporates learning
the English language
into his course.
“It
incorporates
English
because,
when you go to the
gym, there are signs
involved,” Reyes said.
Reyes
said
in
the morning, INTO
students from his
“Fitness” course participated in Bubble
Soccer but in the afternoon, they were
encouraging
outside
students
to
participate.
INTO
student INTO Marshall students compete in a game of Bubble Soccer.
engagement coordiabout.”
nator Kenneth Jones
Jones said involvement from the stusaid holding Bubble Soccer outside
and inviting domestic students to dent body is encouraged because it is
participate is a way to advertise INTO another way for INTO students to instudent activities to the Marshall stu- teract with domestic students.
International business and Japanese
dent body.
“Having it outside as the students double major Brittany Mabry and acwalk to class is a visual advertise- counting and finance double major
ment,” Jones said. “They get interested Nicholas Lawson donned bubbles and
in it and want to see what it’s actually faced off in a game of Bubble Soccer.
page designed and edited by MIKAELA KEENER| keener31@marshall.edu
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Both Mabry and Lawson spoke positively about the experience.
“It’s a good way to meet new people,” Mabry said. “But it is really hard
to see in those things.”
Lawson shared Mabry’s sentiment.
“It’s a blast,” Lawson said. “It’s really
fun to play and it’s good exercise.”
Jared Casto can be contacted at
casto178@marshall.edu.

Lemonade
stand
teaches
children
about
running
a business
By CHEYENNE DEBOLT

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall Early Education STEM Center partnered
with the Lewis College of
Business for a lemonade project, which is leading up to a
lemonade stand set to debut
Thursday.
Director of stakeholder engagement for the COB Glen
Midkiff came to the Marshall
EE STEM teachers with the
project idea early February.
COB students have been working closely with the 3, 4 and
5-year-olds at the Marshall EE
STEM Center.
Lead studio educator for
Marshall EE STEM Claire
McCoy said she has been presenting the children with
experiences based around
lemonade day and other lemon
experiences to get them ready
for the actual event.
McCoy said the idea behind
this is to provide an inside look
into entrepreneurship.
The young children have
been tasked with creating their
own businesses in the form
of a lemonade stand. “Part of
the lemonade process is that
they’ve created their own
lemonade stand, priced their
own product, they’ve advertised their product and we’ve
had uniforms donated,” McCoy said. “So, all portions of a
business have been taken into
consideration with this lemonade day.”
COB students helped the
children create advertisements, hang flyers around
campus, create canvas-sized
advertisements and construct
the lemonade stand.
McCoy said explaining pricing to the children was an
interesting experience as some
of them thought they should
charge $100 for the lemonade,
but they finally settled on $1 a
cup. McCoy said the children’s
goal is simply to raise money.
Proceeds will go back to the
center to help provide for the
children.
This is the first time the Marshall EE STEM program has
celebrated lemonade day, but
it has done other projects with
the children. McCoy said she
hopes to do something similar
in future years.
Cheyenne DeBolt can be
contacted at debolt2@marshall.edu.
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Lane, strong
pitching
give Herd
third straight
series win
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University baseball won its weekend
series Sunday over the University of Texas at San
Antonio two games to one with a 5-2 victory in the
series’ rubber match.
The Herd (17-13, 7-5) won the first game of the
series, 8-3, Friday before dropping the second,
5-4, Saturday.
In its game one victory, the Herd was bolstered
by the continued excellence of first baseman
Tommy Lane. Lane went 2-5 at the plate including a two-run home run in the third inning as he
totaled four RBIs for the game.
Lane’s third inning homer gave the Herd a quick
4-0 lead with the team having already scored two
runs in the second after Aaron Bossi connected for
a triple before being batted in by Cory Garrastazu.
Garrastazu crossed home plate two batters later
when catcher Sam Finfer singled up the middle.
Marshall took a 4-1 lead into the eighth where
UTSA picked up another run to cut the lead to two
heading into the final stanza.
The Herd exploded in the top of the ninth for
four runs. However, it was giftwrapped opportunities by UTSA after the Roadrunner pitching

staff combined for a balk,
two walks, a wild pitch and a
hit batter in the inning. Lane
added two more RBIs as well
with a single up the middle.
Chase Boster collected his
second win of the season,
pitching seven innings and allowing just five hits and one
earned run to go with seven
strikeouts. Burris Warner collected his eighth save of the
year as well pitching the final
two innings.
In the series-deciding game
Sunday, the Herd pitching
staff combined for a solid effort with starter JD Hammer
going six innings, conceding
five hits and just one earned
run while collecting five
strikeouts. Despite the effort,
Hammer earned a no decision and Warner picked up his
first win of the season with his work in the last
three innings, where he gave up three hits and an
earned run.
The strong performance by Hammer escalated
a pitcher’s duel for the bulk of the first seven innings with the game tied 1-1 with heading into the
final two innings.
Offensively, the Herd amassed seven hits for
the game’s entirety, but no single player had more
than one. The bats finally came alive in a four-run
eighth inning for the Herd.
Bossi and Lane reached base on a pair of singles and Ryne Dean was walked to load the bases.
Tyler Ratliff provided the breakthrough hit with
a double to left field that scored both Bossi and
Lane. Finfer the scored Dean with a single, and
Garrastazu led Ratliff home in the next at bat with
a groundout RBI.
With a 5-1 lead, Warner gave one back in the
bottom half of the inning before warding off the
threat and going unscathed in the ninth to secure
the team’s third straight series win.
The Herd will be back in action 6 p.m. Friday for
a three-game series with Florida Atlantic University that will span the course of the weekend.

Marshall baseball freshman outfielder Andrew Zban swings at a pitch in a game
earlier this season.

Men’s golf Herd offense falls flat in
weekend series sweep against
finishes
Conference
USA
foe
Charlotte
regular
season
Tuesday
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s men’s
golf team concludes its regular
season Tuesday in day two of
the third annual Greenbrier
Collegiate Invitational.
Aside from Marshall, 16
other teams are competing in
the invitational, including Conference USA opponents Middle
Tennessee State University,
Western Kentucky University
and Old Dominion University.
The Herd sits in a tie for
fourth place after the first
day of competition with a total
score of 581.
East Tennessee State University finished as the invitational
leader Monday with a score of
567. Western Kentucky followed behind in second with
a score of 576, while Eastern
Kentucky University secured
third place with a score of 289
Day two of the Greenbrier
Collegiate Invitational is an
all-day event and will be
held at The Old White TPC in
White Sulphur Springs, West
Virginia.
The Herd will compete in the
C-USA Championships April
24-27 in Texarkana, Arkansas.
The championship is four days
with 18 holes scheduled for
the first three days.
After 54 holes of stroke play,
the top four teams will be
seeded and will conclude the
championship on the fourth
day with a match-play playoff.
Playing partners for the first
day will be determined by a
blind draw.

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University softball team was
swept in its three-game series over the weekend
against the University of North Carolina at Charlotte at Dot Hicks Field in Huntington.
The Herd (20-20, 6-6) lost the opening game
Saturday, 5-2, before dropping both games in a
Sunday doubleheader, 3-0 and 5-1, respectively.
In the first game, the Herd managed just five
total hits as Charlotte pitcher Lexi Betancourt
had a strong outing going the full seven innings.
Marshall pitcher Jordan Dixon was given the
loss after giving up 10 hits and five earned runs
while pitching a complete game.
Charlotte began the scoring with a two-run
third inning, but Marshall responded with a pair
of runs in the fourth after right fielder Raquel Escareno belted a two-run home run to centerfield.
The 49ers took the lead back in the sixth after Taylor Byrne matched Escareno’s two-run
homer with one of her own to centerfield.
Marshall threatened again in the inning’s
bottom half with a pair of base runners, but all
scoring chances were absolved when third baseman Katalin Lucas lined out to end the inning.
Although the Herd offense lacked production
in the first game, its potency became even more
melancholy in the 3-0 loss to open the Sunday
doubleheader. The team mustered only two hits
for the entire game with Betancourt pitching a

gem of a game, which saw the complete seven
innings.
Dixon suffered her second loss of the season
after allowing three hits and two earned runs
in 3.1 innings. Ali Burdette relieved Dixon and
pitched 3.2 innings giving up just one earned
run.
Charlotte sprang out to a 1-0 lead in the third
inning and added to the advantage an inning
later with two runs after a solo home run by
Grace Beatty and an RBI single from Byrne.
Burdette shutdown the scoring in the remaining three innings allowing no hits, but it was to
no avail as the Herd bats were completely flat as
well with a single by Kaelynn Greene in the sixth
being the lone hit over the final three innings.
Marshall closed out the sweep with another
desolate offensive performance, totaling two hits
for the second straight game. This time it was
Haley Wiseman who had the Herd’s bats reeling
as she struck out in a complete-game seven innings. Burdette took the loss for the Herd after
allowing three earned runs in just two-thirds of
an inning. Dixon relieved Burdette and allowed
nine hits and two runs over the remaining 6.1
innings.
Marshall will be looking to atone for the sweep
3 p.m. Wednesday when it travels to Liberty
University for a doubleheader after inclement
weather forced the games to be rescheduled.

Infielder Alyssa Woodrum prepares for an at-bat earlier this season.
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Track team’s Greer
dealing with new
physical tests in
sophomore season
By DANIELLE WRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University sophomore Naja Greer has made
a commendable impact on
the women’s track team
since joining the Herd, but
this season she’s been faced
with a physical obstacle that
extends beyond the mileage
she’s covered on the track.
Greer was diagnosed with
diabetes earlier this season
and suddenly had to manage
more than her schoolwork
and athletic commitments.
Greer said while a serious
disease was an unexpected
addition to her priority list,
she’s been trying to appropriately adapt her lifestyle
and diet to meet the new
demands.
“I just take it one day at
a time. It’s still hard trying
to adjust to it, eating the
right foods and checking my
sugar levels,” Greer said.
Greer said many people
believe because she is an
athlete, her eating habits
are already suited to deal
with the disease. However,
she admitted she has always
had poor eating habits, and
said she’s had to devote
greater awareness to what
types of foods she eats.
Greer said she’s committed to making the changes
and won’t let the diagnosis derail her track career,
which saw much success in
her first season with the
program.
“Once finding out about
my disease I knew it wasn’t
going to stop me from running track,” Greer said. “I
know athletes who have had

it and still participated, I
know it’s possible.”
Greer’s accomplishments
last year included being a
member of the 800-meter
and 1600-meter relay teams
that set new school records.
Even with the new burden of diabetes, Greer has
been looking to rekindle
the achievements of her
freshman season, but she
sustained a minor hamstring strain and has been
forced to sit out the team’s
past two meets.
Greer is set to rejoin her
team to compete at the
University of Virginia Challenge track meet Friday, and
she said it feels good to be
back heading into the season’s home stretch.
“It was just a slight strain,
so I’m really excited about
finishing off this season,”
Greer said.
Greer is registered to
compete in the 200-meter
dash and the 400-meter
dash at the event.
Beyond the UVA Challenge, Greer said she is
hopeful to make up for the
time she was sidelined this
season.
“I just want to finish this
season strong and hopefully
place at conference,” Greer
said.
The Herd has the Penn
Relays and Kentucky Relays
in addition to Friday’s meet
before the Conference USA
Outdoor
Championships
May 12 in Murfreesboro,
Tennessee.
Danielle Wright can be
contacted at Wright317@
marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the
editor at 300 words or fewer.
They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as
an attachment. Longer letters may be used as guest
columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will
not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be
signed and include an address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.
marshallparthenon.com, can
be printed at the discretion of
the editors.
The opinions expressed
in the columns and letters
do not necessarily represent the views of The
Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please
keep in mind, letters are
printed based on timeliness,
newsworthiness and space.

WHERE WILL YOU BE
WHEN SOMETHING
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS?
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.
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EDITORIAL

Smoking continues on campus
despite Tobacco Ban
April
weather
means
warmer temperatures and a
greener campus, which makes
the walk to class a little more
tolerable. However, it is impossible to focus on Marshall
University’s “tobacco free campus” through a cloud of smoke.
Despite the “no smoking signs”
placed on campus buildings,
people continue to use tobacco
and e-cigarettes throughout
campus
A Tobacco Ban was placed on
Marshall’s campus July 1, 2013
and is imposed on all students,
faculty, staff and visitors. But
the ban can be lifted for events
that take place on campus that
attract large crowds. E-cigarettes were also banned. This
is the only information, however, on the ban that can be
found. Marshall’s website does
not list any guidelines or consequences for those who are
caught smoking on campus.
After three years, one would
think the days of cigarette
butts littering sidewalks and
flower beds were over, but the
smoking presence continues to
linger.
A past student said in a 2014
MU Report story students on
campus were at the age where
they can make the decision to

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

After three years of a Tobacco Ban on campus, students remain to smoke without fear of consequences.
smoke or not.
“It’s not going to work. People are still going to smoke.
We’re adults. We can make this
decision by ourselves and you
telling us that we can’t do it
aren’t going to change the fact
that we are.”
The people who attend and
work for Marshall are of the
age where they can make the
decision to smoke or not, but
should show the respect for
those who wish to not smoke
by refraining from smoking

while walking through campus
or the high traffic areas.
There should be dedicated
areas for those who choose to
smoke. Those students who do
obey the Tobacco Ban instead
of not smoking at all, line the
perimeter of the school instead
of not smoking on campus at
all. Students congregate outside dorms to smoke, making it
difficult for others to avoid the
smoke. For those who want to
smoke and continue to do so,
there is no known punishment

STATE EDITORIAL

or information listed in order
to inform students and faculty
of the ban.
Communication
between
Marshall
administration,
students and faculty would
provide a better foundation to
enforce the ban. If people do
not know how far away from
campus they can smoke and
what are the consequences are
of disobeying the guidelines.
Better enforcement would also
prevent students and faculty
from disobeying the ban.

The Charleston Gazette on opioid malpractice
The tragedy of Charleston's Jessica Grubb spotlights an
ugly flaw in medical practice: Too many doctors blindly hand
out painkiller prescriptions without checking whether patients are addicts on the brink of fatal overdoses, and even
when patients repeatedly warn doctors of the danger.
Jessica's story has become a national example cited by
President Obama. After fighting painkiller and heroin addiction for seven years, she seemed to be victorious. But a hip
infection required surgery. Her parents warned doctors and
nurses that she mustn't be given opioids — but a discharging physician didn't get the word, and sent her home with 50
oxycodone. Eight pills took her life.
While readers condole with the Grubb family, Sen. Joe Manchin, a Democrat from West Virginia, is considering a "Jessie's
law" to require medical records to display prominent warnings of patients' addiction, to make all professionals aware
of opioid risks. We hope he succeeds with this safeguard.
This month, the Centers for Disease Control mandated that
U.S. doctors should cease massive automatic use of painkillers. Only a week of pills is sufficient for most pain, the CDC
said, but physicians usually prescribe a month's supply —
leading to addiction and illegal street sales. The CDC's move
is another good step.
But what of the doctors themselves?
Dr. Carl Sullivan, who runs the addiction program at WVU,
told the Gazette-Mail's David Gutman that tragedies like Jessie's happen all the time, or nearly happen.
Just Monday morning he said he received a call from a
furious patient in recovery who had been given an opioid
prescription after having teeth removed, despite having explained her medical history to the doctor.
"They don't really get it, so even when a patient tells and
they tell and tell, some doctors just don't, they just don't
know anything at all about it," Sullivan said. "And so they
revert back to what they know, which is the wrong things,"
Sullivan said. "I just don't think they get it when a patient
tells them 'I'm an opioid addict.' I don't think they know
what that really means."
This is bad medicine, and it is systemic.
President Obama has announced that more than 60 medical
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OxyContin pills arranged for a photo at a pharmacy in Montpelier,
Vermont.
schools, including West Virginia and Marshall universities,
have agreed to instruct medical students about opioid prescribing, another good step.
What of doctors who are already practicing?
Medical professionals themselves must get serious within
their own organizations and take responsibility. They must
educate their members about the disease of addiction until
they know how serious it is when a patient says, "I cannot
have that drug."
The story of Charleston's Jessica Grubb is heartbreaking.
We hope it impels doctors to reform their practice across
America.

Get your voice Herd

@MUParthenon
For the latest in campus news

Want the chance to give your fellow students valuable advice? Is there any topic you love to talk about, but you know your friends’
eyes glaze over when you talk about it? Whether it’s music, politics or Marshall University, The Parthenon is looking for regular
columnists for its opinions page.
Columns should be between 300-500 words, well-written and researched. Columns will be edited for grammar, libelous statements,
available space or factual errors.
This is your chance to let your voice be heard.
For more information, contact managing editor Kaitlyn Clay at clay122@marshall.edu.
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REcognition exhibit opens at VAC

KAITLYN CLAY | THE PARTHENON

The first of three senior visual art major capstone exhibits opened Monday night
at the Visual Arts Center. Cody Wheeler, Kayla Shapley, Andrew Gornik, Michael
Gallimore, Sarah McGee, and Kelly Pennington were the seniors whose art was
showcased.
The artists each spoke about their work and the meanings behind them. Themes
of work ranged from mental illness, history, travel and memories. Each artist
took the time out of their project to thank their mentors, professors, friends and
family.
Photos above are of work by Kayla Shapley including her Traveler's Heart piece
which was made out of maps taken from places that she holds dear to her and
considers her homes. Kelly Pennington is seen talking in the picture on the
bottom right.
The exhibit will be open until Friday and can be viewed from 10 a.m through
4 p.m.

FORUM

Continued from page 1
and this is a way for us to come out and let
the university know ourselves,” he said. “Give
a little bit of a personal voice to how we feel
about this situation.”
Anthony Bady, a business management and
management information systems major, said
there were a lot of different people with a lot
of different opinions at the forum.
“I just feel like it’s one of those things where
faculty is going to do what they can, you know,
they actually have their hands tied,” he said.
“The more we voice our opinions as young individuals, whether or not we’re Republicans,
Democrats, or anything in between, if we
voice our opinion and we actually come out
in numbers and support the positive things

Utah polygamy ban restored in
loss for 'Sister Wives' family
A federal appeals court restored Utah's
ban on polygamy Monday, handing a defeat to the family from TV's "Sister Wives"
and other polygamists who say the ruling
could send plural families back into hiding out of fear of prosecution.
Others cheered the decision that they
say will help authorities prosecute people
for crimes tied to the practice, such as underage marriage and sexual assault.
The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
dismissed a 2013 ruling that struck down
key parts of Utah's law against bigamy, or
holding multiple marriage licenses. U.S.
District Judge Clark Waddoups had found
the state violated polygamists' right to
privacy and religious freedom.
The appeals court ruled that Waddoups
should not have considered a lawsuit from
Kody Brown and his four wives because
they were never charged with a crime and
there was little chance they would be.
The decision brings back a rule forbidding married people from living with
a second purported "spouse," making
Utah's law stricter than those in every
other state and creating a threat of arrest
for plural families. Like most polygamous
families in Utah, Brown is legally married
to one wife and "spiritually married" to
the others.
State authorities have long said they

don't go after polygamists who otherwise
follow the law, and they reiterated that
stance after the ruling. Officials wanted
the clause kept on the books to help in
criminal cases related to polygamy.
"We want them to come out of any
shadows to report crimes," Utah Attorney
General Sean Reyes said.
Prosecutors pointed to Warren Jeffs, the
imprisoned polygamous sect leader convicted of assaulting girls he considered
wives. Authorities have recently cracked
down on his sect on the Utah-Arizona
border, charging leaders in a multimillion-dollar food stamp fraud scheme. A
jury in Phoenix also found the towns denied nonbelievers basic services such as
police protection.
The Browns have never belonged to
Jeffs' group, and lumping in good, honest polygamist families with him isn't fair,
said Brady Williams, who has five wives.
"We're only guilty of trying to love a different way than the norm," he said. "They
are marginalizing a minority class in the
United States. That's unconstitutional."
The Browns will appeal the ruling, either asking the 10th Circuit to reconsider
or taking the case to the U.S. Supreme
Court, said their lawyer, Jonathan Turley.
"The underlying rights of religious
freedom and free speech are certainly
page designed and edited by MIKAELA KEENER| keener31@marshall.edu

too great to abandon," Turley said in a
statement.
The family has said other laws exist to
target crimes linked to plural marriages
and that banning the practice can sow distrust of authority. They argue their show
is evidence that polygamous marriages
can be just as healthy and monogamous
ones.
Kristyn Decker, a former polygamous
wife, disagrees. She says that people don't
report problems amid pressure to avoid
casting the practice in a bad light.
"We have all been told over and over
again, 'We need to protect the principle of
plural marriage at any cost,'" said Decker,
who argued that the ban lets authorities
get a foot in the door.
The state said the appeals court made
the right call.
"I don't think the Browns had a legitimate fear of prosecution," said Parker
Douglas, who argued the state's case.
There are about 30,000 polygamists
in Utah, according to court documents.
They believe polygamy brings exaltation
in heaven — a legacy of the early Mormon
church. The mainstream Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints abandoned the
practice in 1890 and strictly prohibits it
today.

that we feel about, rather than let the people
who have the small minority, people who have
negative feelings toward any type of minority,
it’s better for us in the long haul. It’s one of
those things that makes us a better family if
we do it that way.”
Gilbert said if the chalk messages on the
sidewalks do nothing more than get students
to want to debate topics on campus, then
he thinks they would have served a great
purpose, even though they caused some discomfort and hurt feelings.
Lapelle said she thought the things students
had to say at the forum were really remarkable. She said some of the students who went
to the forum are now going to try to organize
a positive event on campus.
Amanda Gibson can be contacted at gibson269@marshall.edu.
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Faces of religion in West Virginia
“People always tell me that they
feel sorry for me, that they feel
like I’m trapped in this religion
because, I guess people believe
women in Islam are oppressed, are
passive, but that’s not at all who I
am… So people always tell me that
they’re sorry for me, that I don’t
have to do what I’m doing.”
- Malak Khader

PHOTOS BY NANCY PEYTON | THE PARTHENON

TOP LEFT: Ben Heil. TOP RIGHT: Humoud Alhajri. BOTTOM: Malak Khader.
By NANCY PEYTON

THE PARTHENON
Fear. It’s a basic instinct that
motivates most actions people
take and views they possess.
Fear can cause lines to be
drawn when they should be
crossed. It can cause divides
where things should be coming together; it can cause
hatred where there should be
understanding.
Prevalent
ideas
present in today’s media and
politics seemingly capitalize
on individuals’ natural fear of
the unknown. Many of the attacks are targeted at specific
religions.
In an effort to promote love,
equality and acceptance, one
must explore the things that
make us similar.
West Virginia is snuggled
deep within the Bible belt, with
78% of people in the state identifying themselves as Christian.
Christianity is a religion that
promotes loving others and doing good. At their core, most
other religions are focused
around these basic concepts as
well.
At the end of the day, individuals should focus more on what
makes them fundamentally the
same rather than debating over
who they pray to.
This series will focus specifically on those individuals
considered to be religious minorities in the mountain state.
Included are interviews from
atheists, Buddhists, Catholics,
Hindus and Muslims, who are
sharing their stories in an effort to promote understanding
about one of the most controversial topics present in today’s
society: religion.

Ben Heil,
Catholicism

Ben Heil is a senior nursing major from Ohio. He is
considered a “cradle Catholic”
because he was born into a
Catholic family.
Heil said he has received a
wide range of reactions from
people about the Catholic faith,
ranging from people not knowing that Catholicism is a sect
of Christianity to individuals
thinking they are cannibals
because of their practice of
communion.
“One person thought we
were a cult; a lot of people
know nothing about Catholicism. Some people don’t even
know we’re a branch of Christianity, so it really covers the
spectrum of opinions.”
Heil clarified what he felt to
be the most common myths
surrounding Catholicism.
“We don’t worship Mary at
all. We just hold her in a very
high regard because she is the
mother of Jesus. So, we think
she was the first person to really, fully, truly accept God’s
will for her life even though
she wouldn’t know what that
meant for her life... We don’t
eat people, we’re not cannibals.
So, basically, just the same way
God or Jesus was fully God and
fully man, we believe that the
wine, the bread and wine, is
fully bread and fully His body
at the same time.”

Malak Khader,
Islam

Malak Khader is a graduate student studying public
administration, who is from
West Virginia. Khader has
been a Muslim since she was
born.

Khader said being a
woman in the Islamic faith is
sometimes challenging because people believe she is
oppressed.
“People always tell me that
they feel sorry for me, that
they feel like I’m trapped in
this religion because, I guess
people believe women in
Islam are oppressed, are passive, but that’s not at all who
I am… So, people always tell
me that they’re sorry for me,
that I don’t have to do what
I’m doing.”
Khader emphasized she
feels the misconceptions most
commonly come from people
taking the things they see in
the media at face value without doing research.
“If you would’ve asked me
this question a year ago, I
would’ve thought people were
a little indifferent about Islam because they didn’t know
about it. Now, with Trump and
Cruz and all this other political stuff, I feel like Islam is not
viewed very positively. The
media puts a spin on it.”

Sarah Kitterman,
Atheism

Sarah Kitterman is a professor with the INTO program
who was raised in Indiana. She
has been an atheist for nine
years.
Kitterman said she was
brought up in a Christian
home, but did her own
research in college and ultimately decided that this belief
system was not for her.
“I was raised Christian,
Presbyterian. By the time I
was 20, I had de-converted.
When I was in college, I kind
of read the Bible for myself

and decided it wasn’t for me. I
did some research online and
eventually just stopped believing in stuff.”
Kitterman said she has received a wide variety of hate
online and has received calls
for prayer in the real world.
“Here in real life, away from
the keyboard, I’ve had people
ask if they can pray for me…
Online, you know, I’ve had civil
discourse, just trying to share
‘what do you believe, what do
you not believe,’ all the way
to being told that I should kill
myself because I don’t think
like this, or that I can’t love
anybody because without the
love of God you can’t have
the love of any other type I
suppose.”

Shehu Junaidu,
Islam

Shehu Junaidu is a graduate student from Nigerian
studying transportation and
infrastructure. He has been a
Muslim for his entire life.
Junaidu said he sees misconceptions being portrayed
about Islam every day, but he
does not blame anyone for
their misunderstanding of the
faith.
“If you believe in this, that’s
just who you are: your book,
your prayer, and the teachings
of the prophet. That’s all, and
that’s just Islam, not what is
being said or taught around
the world… People don’t know,
and like I said before I don’t
blame any single person, because it’s my job to teach you
and teach everybody what Islam is all about, not what is
portrayed on the media and in
the movies.”
Junaidu said the terrorism

Kengi Pablo West Groves is the six-week-old puppy to
new dog-dad Desmond Groves. Kengi enjoys biting
toes, playing vigorously for 20 minutes and then
napping for four hours. He's friendly and loves to
cuddle with anyone who will give him the time of day.
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“One person thought we were a
cult, a lot of people know nothing
about Catholicism. Some people
don’t even know we’re a branch of
Christianity, so it really covers the
spectrum of opinions.”
- Ben Heil
and hatred being associated
with his faith is not at all the
religion that he has grown up
practicing.
“What is happening around
the world now, especially now,
that is not, if you know what
Islam is all about, that is not
Islam. That is not being a Muslim. That is not what I believe
right from childhood, what
I see my parents doing, my
teachers, the people around
you. I’ve grown up in a Muslim
culture, and that, what is happening today, is sad, it’s really
sad.”

Arun Sethuraman,
Hinduism

Arun Sethuraman is a graduate student studying computer
science from India.
Sethuraman said many
people believe India consists
entirely of individuals who
practice Hinduism, but that is
not actually the case.
“India is not just about
Hinduism. We have a Christian population… India has
more Muslim population than
other Muslim countries in the
world. So we have Muslims,
Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism,
everything we have in India.
So I got used to almost all the
cultures and almost all the
religions.”
Sethuraman said the low
population of Hindus in West
Virginia has kept him from
ever being able to go to a temple because the closest one is
located in Charleston and he
does not have an American
driver’s license.
“I have never been to any
temple here because I’m in
Huntington, and this is an
area where we don’t have

any temples. I’ve never got a
chance to go to any temple for
my religion. I heard from one
of my friends that we have a
temple in Charleston, but I
have never been there.”

Humoud Alhajri,
Islam

Humoud Alhajri is an INTO
student from Kuwait.
Alhajri said the misconceptions can sometimes go both
ways. He said he was surprised
by the dominantly accepting
atmosphere in Huntington.
“They were actually, they
didn’t give me any opinion.
They didn’t see me as any different person, they treat me
just as any other person, which
was great and I was really really surprised by it… They
actually don’t tend to ask me
other things, they don’t get
deep into it. I guess they’re
afraid of some kind, I don’t
know.”
Alhajri emphasized people
should not view organizations
like ISIS as a basis for the entire Islamic faith because they
actually go against the fundamentals of Islam that are laid
out in the Quran.
“You definitely know ISIS.
What I’m going to say is, there’s
a rule about suicide, and suicide in Islam is forbidden. So,
with that, suicide bombers are
not Muslims since they made
suicide… Second thing is we
cannot attack other people
with no reason. We’re only
allowed to do it if they’re attacking us. And since nobody
is attacking us, that doesn’t
justify anything that ISIS do.”
Nancy Peyton can be
contacted at peyton22@
marshall.edu.

